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Historic Criminal Charges Laid Against 
Multinational Firm in Death of BC Worker
By Tom Sandborn

Criminal charges laid in a BC court this 
May could well represent a historic 

change in how corporations are treated 
when they kill their workers. And the exis-
tence of these charges, like the existence 
of the law that makes them possible, is a 
tribute to what can be accomplished when 
working people stand together. It took ten 
years of ongoing efforts by family, friends 
and the labour movement, but the death 
of Sam Fitzpatrick is closer to justice and 
accountability than ever before.

“Criminal negligence causing death.” 
That’s the charge laid May 31 against Peter 
Kiewit Sons ULC, a large US-based firm 
with a long history in BC, and against two 
of its former employees. The charges, not 
yet tested in court, allege that the com-
pany and the two then management staff 
were negligent in the death of a young 
construction worker, Sam Fitzpatrick, at a 
Kiewit worksite in BC in 2009.

Bob Kula, a Kiewit spokesman, told 
me that the firm, which had not yet filed 
a response in court, disagrees with the 
“justification and timing” of the charges. 
Family members and a union that has 
been involved in pursuing this matter 
welcome the charges, and Steve Bittle, a 
University of Ottawa labour expert says 
the indictment could mark a historic 
change in the enforcement of the Westray 
Act (which makes it possible to charge 
companies with criminal negligence.)

An information filed May 31 in the 
court registry of the Provincial Court of 
BC in Vancouver says of the company 
and two individuals, Timothy Rule and 

Gerald Karjala, that they “… on or about 
the 22d day of February, 2009, at or near 
Powell River, in the Province of British 
Columbia, did by criminal negligence fail, 
while under a legal duty to do so, to take 
reasonable steps to prevent bodily harm 
to Samuel Joseph Fitzpatrick, contrary to 
section 220(b) of the Criminal Code.”

Fitzpatrick was working as a rock 
scaler with his brother Arlen at the Kiewit 
site when, according to a 2011 Work Safe 
BC investigation, he was killed by a boul-
der rolling downslope from an area where 
Kiewit-controlled heavy equipment was 
operating. This was the second time in 
two days that a boulder had come down 
the slope into the area where the rock 
scalers were working. Arlen witnessed his 
brother’s death. (Full disclosure. I have 

written in various publications about the 
Fitzpatrick death now for years, and his 
case is featured in a book I wrote for the 
United Steelworkers about the Westray Act. 
(usw.ca/act/activism/health-safety-and-
environment/resources/hells-history)

The original Worksafe BC investiga-
tion was critical of Peter Kiewit Sons, 
saying “deficient safety planning and 
supervision” and “heedless… wanton” 
disregard of safety contributed to Sam 
Fitzpatrick’s death. The firm was origi-
nally fined a quarter of a million dollars, 
but it appealed and in 2013, the appeal 
tribunal reduced the fine to less than a 
hundred thousand dollars and ruled it 
could not be certain that company actions 
caused the boulder to roll down the slope.

However, the ruling was not a total 

exoneration. It said that Peter Kiewit Sons 
had “…committed high risk violations 
with reckless disregard,” in connection 
with the death.

The alleged offenses by Karjala and 
Rule carry a maximum penalty of life 
in prison. If found guilty of the same 
offense, the company could face penalties 
including large fines, stringent probation 
terms and the stigma of being criminally 
convicted.

Kiewit Sons spokesman Bob Kula told 
me on May 31 by email that his firm “will 
defend our company in this matter.”

U of Ottawa expert Steve Bittle said by 
email on June 1 that the Kiewit case was 
very important and in some ways unique. 
He wrote:

“In 2017 Detour Gold pled guilty to 
criminal negligence causing death for its 
role in the death of a worker who died 
after being exposed to sodium cyanide 
during repair operations. The company 
was ordered to pay a $1.4 million fine. 
This case was certainly significant in 
that it was a large company and a rela-
tively significant fine. However, I think 
the Kiewit case has the potential to be 
of even greater significance when you 
consider it implicates a large and well-
known multi-national corporation that 
has been involved in a number of major 
infrastructure projects, particularly in 
BC. What’s more, unlike the Detour case 
where the company pled guilty, it would 
appear at this point that Kiewit intends 
to contest the charges in court. If that 
happens, then the case could also be 
the most significant test for the Westray 
law — to establish whether the law is fit 
for purpose. To date, we’ve either seen 
cases involving guilty pleas (like Detour 

Sam Fitzpatrick (left), age 24 from Squamish, B.C., didn’t hear the warnings of his 
brother, Arlen (right), and was crushed by a falling boulder on a Kiewit Corporation 
site on B.C.’s Central Coast on Feb. 22, 2009. PHOTO BY SAM’S MOTHER, CHRISTINE TAMBURRI  
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Simpson has been breaking barriers 
at CUPW for many years. “I am truly 
honoured to be a part of a progressive 
union that values diversity and continues 
to challenge the status quo.”

Historic Election at CUPW: First Female Black 
President and Record Numbers of Women 
Elected to the National Executive Board
Postal issues an electoral priority for all Canadians

CPP News/OTTAWA – The Canadian Union of Postal 
Workers (CUPW) has elected Jan Simpson, a postal 

worker from the Scarborough local, as the union’s new 
National President. She becomes the first black woman 
to lead a national union in Canada. Julee Sanderson 
from the Saskatoon local was elected 1st National 
Vice-President. Bev Collins was re-elected as National 
Secretary-Treasurer.

Simpson has been breaking barriers at CUPW for 
many years. She was the first black woman elected to 
the national office and to the national board. “I am truly 
honoured to be a part of a progressive union that values 
diversity and continues to challenge the status quo.”

She promises to continue to fight against back-
to-work legislation and get Canada Post back to the 
negotiating table. “Our members need a new contract. 
This arbitration has gone on for far too long. Our 
members need safe working conditions, fair wages and 
equality for all.”

With a federal election less than six months away, 
Simpson vows to make postal issues an electoral priority 
for all candidates and all citizens.

Simpson promises to fight for a renewed and reinvigo-
rated post office by supporting the Delivering Community 
Power campaign. “The post office of the future must 
include new and expanded services like postal banking, 
services to seniors and climate-friendly delivery models. 
The time for change is now.”

In another historic first, a record number of women 
were elected to the National Executive Committee.

At the convention, about 575 delegates representing 
CUPW membership worked on union policy and elected 
national and regional leadership. They also marched to 
Nathan Philips Square with Foodora bike and car couri-
ers who are unionizing with CUPW. The next CUPW 
national convention will be in 2023.

News

National and Regional representatives elected at the CUPW 2019 National Convention. PHOTO: CUPW

continued from page 1

or Metron), or convictions involving small companies 
where it is relatively easy for the Crown to trace the 
company’s chain of command and establish negligence 
accordingly. As such, we really haven’t seen the Westray 
law’s provisions tested in court. The Kiewit case is also 
significant in that, perhaps, it signals improvements in 
the Westray law’s enforcement.”

Bittle pointed out that the Westray Act, under which 
the charges against Kiewit have been laid, has been 
notoriously under-enforced since trade union campaigns 
headed up by the United Steel Workers let to its adoption 
in 2004.

“Let›s keep in mind that there’s only been approxi-
mately 6 guilty pleas/convictions under the Westray law 
since it was enacted more than fifteen years ago,” Bittle 
wrote. “And that’s despite the fact that approximately 
1,000 workers die each year from a work-related incident 
or illness.”

Sam Fitzpatrick’s mother, Christine Tamburri told 
the CBC that she welcomed news about the charges in her 
son’s death. Sam’s brother Arlen spoke to me on May 31. 
“It was hard to hear, but it was good news,” he said.

“Charges such as this one point to the 
need for our Stop the Killing, Enforce the 
Law campaign to continue,” said Steve Hunt 
of the United Steelworkers, a union that sup-
ported efforts by Fitzpatrick’s father Brian to 
see criminal charges laid.

“You can’t fight city hall,” we are often 
told, and fighting the entrenched power of 
big business can be even harder. But the clear 
lesson of Sam Fitzpatrick’s death and the 
eventual decision by Crown Counsel to lay 
criminal charges against his employer and 
the on site managers is clear. With the kind 
of unflinching loyalty and love that Brian 
Fitzpatrick showed his son, and the personal 
decency and solidarity of friends like fellow construction 
worker Mike Pearson, who campaigned tirelessly with 
Brian to insist on charges being laid, and with the collec-
tive strength of workers through the United Steelworkers 
and their Stop the Killing campaign, (stopthekilling.ca/) 
it is possible to stand up and fight, and sometimes to win. 
These are important lessons.

It remains to be seen what the courts rule on the 
charges against Keiwit and Keiwit managers, but it has 

been a victory for solidarity that they have been laid at all. 
Everyone who cares about justice in Canada should pay 
close attention to the trial as it unfolds. (A first hearing is 
scheduled for mid July.)

Tom Sandborn lives and writes on unceded 
indigenous territory in Vancouver. He welcomes 
your feedback and story tips at tos65@telus.net

Accident site photo from WorksafeBC.
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The Big Stall: How Big Oil and Think Tanks are
Blocking Action on Climate Change in Canada

By Donald Gutstein

James Lorimer & Company Publishers, Toronto

2018, $24.95, 304 pages

Review by Tom Sandborn

Climate change/global warming presents a real and 
present danger and we are already living with the 

consequences. Just ask the people who lived in my old 
home town (the ironically named Paradise, California) 
about the climate-change-related fires that torched the 
entire town, or the folks who live in coastal communities 
around the world that are battered by unprecedented 
storms and floods every year, storms made worse by 
global warming/climate change. The planet’s average 
annual temperature is heating up, driven by the increased 
concentrations of greenhouse gases like CO2 and meth-
ane, and that extra heat is bringing the world’s climate to 
a dangerous new boil.

We have known we were in trouble for a long time 
now, but somehow our responses have always been late 
and inadequate. Since climate scientist James Hansen 
first sounded the alarm in his historic 1988 testimony to 
the US Congress, the problem has grown worse and the 
prospects for a civilization-destroying disruption of the 
climate equilibrium that has made human civilization 
possible have grown ever more dire. 

Away from the fantasyland of the Trump White 
House, even the US government sometimes recognizes 
that we are polluting ourselves into climate change that 
may break the back of human civilization as we know 
it. In a 2017 report, the US Global Change Research 
Program notes that world average sea levels have been 
driven up by climate change by 7-8 inches since 1900 
and could go up as much as four feet if we continue to 
increase our emissions of gases that drive the greenhouse 
effect. 

Perhaps we will see fewer such scientific reports from 
the Trump administration during the rest of his time in 
power. In August of 2018, His Orangeness sent a memo 
to all government science agencies defining the priorities 
Trump wants government science to address, and climate 
change is notably absent from the list.

The United Nations sponsored Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, which reflects the collective 
research and analysis of the majority of world climate 
scientists, issued yet another warning late this year, citing 
risks for higher temperatures, rising sea levels, droughts, 
and disastrous storms if we continue on our business as 
usual path to a devastated earth.

We have been warned, and yet our collective respons-
es to the emergency have been slow and reluctant, and 
sometimes, as in the Trudeau administrations frankly 
irrational assertion that we can cut our emissions while 
building more fossil fuel pipelines and expanding oil 
sands and natural gas field exploitation, they seem 
almost unbelievably wrong headed. Even the BC gov-
ernment’s newly announced plans for climate change 
response indulge in the fantasy that we can cut our 
emissions far enough to slow our precipitate slide toward 
Climatgeddon while subsidizing new natural gas fields 

Searing New Book From Donald Gutstein Explores How the 
Fossil Fuel Industry and Its Think Tank Allies Have Distorted the 
Climate Change Debate in Canada and Delayed Effective Action

and pipelines. This is not good public policy. This is the 
always-tempting illusion of the drunkard who sets out to 
drink himself sober.

So, why are our policy responses so incoherent 
and ineffective? Should we, to explain this apparently 
insane lack of response, invoke the Freudian concept of 
Thanatos, an innate human hunger for death, or shrug 
cynically and write it off to humanity’s shortsightedness 
and stupidity? Or was novelist Kurt Vonnegut right when 
said, ““We could have saved the Earth but we were too 
damned cheap”?

While these explanations are tempting, and may 
go some distance toward understanding our colossal 
policy failures, Donald Gutstein’s latest work of research 
and polemic, The Big Stall suggests that many of our 
failures on this file have been created by a well-funded 
propaganda campaign. The campaign, he says, has been 

conducted since scientists like Hansen in the US and 
David Suzuki here in Canada first raised the alarm. 
International oil giants like Exxon, Gutstein shows, knew 
about the dangers created by their fossil fuel products 
and the impacts they had on world climate early on, but 
instead of owning up to the way they were stoking the 
fires that could make the world climate system boil over, 
these firms and their business organizations launched 
expensive public relations campaigns to create doubt 
about what the scientists were telling us and to delay the 
creation of policies that might help reduce the damage 
already done and the worse damage pending under a 
fossil fuel economy in the 21st century.

But Big Oil and Big Business were not alone in 
creating clouds of doubt and delay. They were ably 
supported by what we could think of as Big Propaganda, 
the industry-funded right wing think tanks that emerged 
across the capitalist world in the second half of the 
twentieth century, organizations like the Fraser Institute, 
the Canada West Foundation, and the CD Howe Institute 
in Canada and the Heritage Foundation, Cato Institute 
and American Enterprise Institute in the US.

These are notable examples only, and not an exhaus-
tive list. These well-funded bodies devoted to creating 
pro-business propaganda have sprung up like hundreds 
of ideological death cap mushrooms in our lifetimes. 

These mendacious bodies have done much, as Gutstein so 
ably show in his well-researched and clearly written book, 
to shape public policy to suit the interests of the business 
class. (None of them, however, has been honest enough 
to brand itself as the Joseph Goebbels Big Lie Institute!)

The Big Stall is essential reading for anyone who cares 
about the future of Canada and the future of the human 
race on this planet. Please read it and give copies to friends 
and family members who have been affected by the huge 
propaganda campaign that the author details. And, while 
you are at it, make a donation to a progressive think tank 
like the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, which 
serves the public debate far better than its better-funded 
right wing competition. This may be a literal matter of 
life and death for the human race.

Tom Sandborn lives and works on unceded 
indigenous territory in Vancouver. He welcomes 
your feedback and story tips at tos65@telus.net

Big Stall author Donald Gutstein

The Big Stall is essential reading 
for anyone who cares about the 
future of Canada and the future 
of the human race on this planet. 
Please read it and give copies 
to friends and family members 
who have been affected by the 
huge propaganda campaign 
that the author details. 
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Opinion

Mid Year Resolution
Support the Unist’ot’en Village,  
the Protectors of the Inlet and  
other Indigenous Led Resistance to 
Drowning the Planet in Bitumen

by Tom Sandborn

New years resolutions are a bit like Liberal campaign 
promises — made to be broken. We may vow to hit 

the gym more often and the fast food drive through less 
often, but those good intentions have a way of melting 
away a lot faster than our extra poundage does. Many of 
us, in fact, have recognized this discouraging reality by 
swearing off resolutions altogether.

Since New Year commitments to better behaviour 
seldom last out the first weeks of January, the Columbia 
Journal is suggesting that a new tradition- one big Mid 
Year resolution- might be a useful innovation.

Setting aside the matters of self improvement and 
moral uplift, we could use this new tradition to assess 
what more we can do as decent planetary citizens to 
protect the endangered rights of indigenous people and 
to support their efforts to prevent ecological disaster. 
With that in mind, here is a vitally important pair of 
related resolutions I urge all Columbia Journal readers to 
make and observe this year.

Support the Unist’ot’en Village where since 2010 the 
members of this Wet’suet’en clan have been creating 

a vibrant community of anti-pipeline resistance and 
cultural renewal on the traditional lands of their people 
Joined by other Wet’suwet’en houses and clans, other First 
Nations activists and settler ancestry allies, the Unist’ot’en 
have created a group of buildings that lie directly in the 
path of at least three proposed fossil fuel pipelines that 
big Petro means to build from Alberta to the Pacific. The 
traditional lands of the Wet’suwet’en are threatened by 
these pipelines, as is the climate stability of the planet. 
We cannot afford to keep on our current suicidal path of 
resource extraction and CO2 emissions; even if we could, 
any moves by government and its fossil fuel masters to 
ram pipelines through unceded indigenous territory 
would be an obscene violation of aboriginal title. The 
Unist’ot’en Village is protecting the rights of indigenous 
peoples across what we call Canada and thwarting 
government and industry’s obvious intention to squeeze 

out and burn every last gram of fossil fuel on the planet, 
fouling the air and de-stabilizing the climate. We cannot 
allow this to happen and we are much in debt to the 
Unist’ot’en for their leadership.

As Toghestiy, a hereditary chief of the Likhts’amisyu 
clan of the Wet’suwet’en First Nation and a supporter of 
the camp from the beginning told Yes Magazine:

“These lands belong to us, They’ve never been ceded 
or surrendered to anybody. This place is not Canada. It’s 
not B.C. It in particular is Unist’ot’en territory, and it is 
occupied and protected.”

Please go to the website at unistoten.camp and learn 
more about this history-making resistance project. These 
brave defenders need money and volunteers to support 
their work. Do what you can, as the human future 
depends on projects like this.

continued on page 6

PHOTO: UNISTOTEN.CAMP
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Postal Workers 
Elect Jan Simpson 

as First Female 
Black President
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When a University Builds Its Own City 
Celebrates SFU and its Adventures  
in Real Estate Development

PHOTO: UNISTOTEN.CAMP

Buildings at UniverCity are built to a high standard 
of sustainability and the community design includes 
many green features. The focus on creating a walkable 
community will pay off in quality of life for residents

But there remain concerns that are not addressed by 
this sumptuously illustrated and enthusiastic homage to 
UniverCity. While Harris assures the reader that parking 
atop the mountain is not a big problem, I have spoken to 
student commuters at SFU who adamantly disagree. And 
while a shortage of parking spaces might annoy, both the 
university and the village are facing a much more serious 
danger, one unmentioned in Building Community. The 
storage tank farm for the controversial Transmountain 
pipeline squats like a cluster of f lammable toads 
downslope from SFU and UniverCity. Burnaby Deputy 
Fire Chief Chris Bocock warned in a 2015 report that 
the proposed expansion of the tank farm would make it 
impossible for fire fighters to respond adequately to a fire 
in the storage area, creating the real danger of a firestorm 
and fall-out of toxic chemicals over the mountain, mak-
ing an evacuation from the campus and UniverCity very 
difficult. Given UniverCity’s focus on marketing itself as 
a sustainable community in tune with its environment, 
the book’s silence about this danger is troubling. Ah 
well, for now the courts have ordered a temporary halt 
to pipeline construction, and anyway, a good firestorm 
would create a lot more available parking!

Tom Sandborn lives and works on unceded 
indigenous land in Vancouver. He was one of 
several hundred arrestees this spring protesting 
the pipeline development, and he welcomes your 
feedback and story tips at tos65@telus.net

Building Community
By Gordon Harris with Richard Littlemore
Ecotone Publishing, Seattle, Washington
2018, $34.95, 144 pages

Review by Thomas Oates

In 1995 SFU and the city of Burnaby signed a 
memorandum of agreement about creating a dense 

urban village next to the campus, a planned community 
later branded with unfortunate cuteness as UniverCity. 
The first buildings in this ambitious project were built 
in 2001, and when the project is built out to its projected 
maximum in 2020 it will house 10,000 residents.

Building Community can best be read as a fan’s notes 
on this ambitious project. The lead author, Gordon Harris 
has served as President and CEO of the SFU Community 
Trust, the body that administers UniverCity.

Unsurprisingly, the book’s tone is celebratory 
throughout. And there is much to celebrate. UniverCity 
has been designed to be eco friendly, supporting lots of 
pedestrian and bike usage, while gently discouraging 

automobile use. (This focus on promoting sustainable 
travel will advance further if the proposed gondola 
between a Skytrain station at the bottom of the mountain 
and the school and village at the top is completed.)

Review

Teamsters  
Local 213
490 East Broadway
Vancouver, BC  V5T 1X3
phone: 604-876-5213  
fax : 604-872-8604
www.teamsters213.org

Drive Safely and Have a Happy Summer



Page 6    July 2019    Columbia Journal

irrational and violent home invasion of the territories of the first nations who surround 
what we call Vancouver Harbour has been permanently stopped. You, too, could have 
bragging rights as one of the folks who stood with the defenders of the inlet.

On May 7, over 400 people gathered at Vancouver’s St. James Community Square to 
support indigenous-led pipeline opposition groups. At this Facebook page (facebook.com/
events/saint-james-community-square-3214-w-10th-ave-vancouver-bc-v6k-2l2/come-
join-the-circle/576085062890890/) you can view eloquent statements from Wet’suwet’en 
leader and healer Karla Tait, Tsleil Waututh leader Ruben George and world famous 
environmental expert David Suzuki, all speaking to support pipeline opposition.

Tom Sandborn lives and writes on unceded indigenous territory in 
Vancouver. He welcomes feedback and story tips at tos65@telus.net

continued from page 4

Another indigenous-led resistance campaign we should all support is Protect the 
Inlet (protecttheinlet.ca) and the related Mountain Protectors, who sustain the  Watch 
House project (facebook.com/mountainprotectors).

These are the folks who successfully led last year’s campaign of civil disobedience 
to help block the doubling of the Kinder Morgan pipeline and who continue to stand 
their ground in the face of the federal government’s astounding purchase of the poison 
pipeline and expressed intention to expand it to fill a tanker a day with bitumen and ship 
it out through Vancouver Harbour. (Full disclosure. I was one of the several hundred 
folks who were arrested after we defied the court’s injunction to block the Kinder 
Morgan gates last year. ) But if you didn’t get an opportunity to join this important fight 
last year, stay tuned. More work of various kinds will doubtless be necessary before this 

The Complete Stay as you are
By Brad Yung
Three Ocean Press, Vancouver
2019, $32.95, 281 pages

and

Lessons I’m Going To Teach My Kids Too Late
By Brad Yung
Three Ocean Press, Vancouver
2019, $19.95, 214 pages

Review by Jim Lipkovits

For over ten years the followers of the Columbia Journal read Stay as you are. in 
every issue. From 2004 to 2014 we followed the philosophical lives of his nameless 

gen X characters. The strip radiated an aura of healthy doses of pessimism equally 
with optimism sitting atop a foundation of irony. Identity-less gen-Xers who tried to 

make sense of their times kept the focus on 
keeping faith, whatever that was. Stay as you 
are. (SAYA) was a true underground under-
dog, a seminal alternative Vancouver comic 
strip. Back when people still had telephone 
land lines SAYA was appearing in Geist 
Magazine, The Westender, Comic Release 
Magazine, The Carbondale Times, Ricepaper 
Magazine, Adbusters, and of course, the 
Columbia Journal.

The Complete Stay as you are. faithfully 
honours the memories of a simpler, ironic, 
complicated time. The strip took a unique 
look at the culture from the late 90s into 
the 2010s. Apparently another reviewer may 
have once called Yung the world’s first meta-
ironist — if that’s true he should probably 
apologize. But he won’t. (quite possibly a 
Yungianism.)

Somehow, Brad finds himself now in 
2019 in Nanaimo with his son and daughter 
reminiscing about the past and pondering the 
future. He’s a father of two. Staying as you are 
is no longer an option. He has published his 
entire comic strip work as The Complete Stay 
as you are. and contemporaneously written 
a sequel to the gen-X life. Lessons I’m Going 
To Teach My Kids Too Late is his collection 
of 101 standalone stories about parenting or 
being parented in the second decade of the 
twenty-first century. As a useful guidebook, 

his Lessons falls somewhere between Spock, Dr. Spock and Dr.Seuss for young 21st 
Century families.

Ideally, Lessons and Stay would be companions in your libraries, wherever they may 
be stacked, especially if you grew up between 1980 and the present — assuming you are 
still growing up and now with children. These two books from one of our best drawers 
of comics and hewers of irony are to be highly recommended for these times. Trying to 
raise a family in this now hellish Trumpian universe demands nerves of irony. Good 
Luck with that!

Columbia Journal cartoonist Brad Yung publishes The Complete 
Stay as you are. and Lessons I’m Going To Teach My Kids Too 
Late, a collection of 101 standalone stories about parenting 

Review
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Musical Treasures 
at the 42nd Annual Vancouver Folk Music Festival
by Leslie Ken Chu

The Vancouver Folk Music Festival celebrates its 
42nd year from July 19 to July 21, 2019. Held annu-

ally at beautiful Jericho Beach Park in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, the Festival attracts 40,000 attendees over 
three days and features 59 musical acts across five 
daytime stages and two evening stages.

Fans of everything from old-time country, folk, and 
blues to string music, pop, and rock will find plenty to 
enjoy at the Festival. The artists come from coast to coast 
in Canada and all around the world. 

Ontario’s Midnight Shine mix roots, classic, and 
modern rock with touches of Mushkegowuk Cree. With 
an electrifying voice and lyrics like silver arrowheads, 
Basia Bulat has become one of Canada’s most conspicu-
ous talents. The music of Alberta’s Corb Lund embraces 
his Western heritage, touching on cowboy themes like 
rough-and-tumble tales of lawless frontier saloons and 
the somber realities of running a modern family ranch. 
Tsatsu Stalqayu (Coastal Wolf Pack) are a traditional 
Salish song-and-dance group consisting of over 50 mem-
bers, ranging in age from one to 60. They will perform in 
a workshop of traditional and modern song and dance. 
Pablo Menéndez & Mezcla features veteran master musi-
cians with 30 years under their belts, plus some of the 
best young musicians in Cuba today.

The Folk Festival would not be complete without 
workshops. Catch Our Song is Strong, which gathers 
several amazing talents. Singer/multi-instrumentalist 
Nano Stern is the voice of a newly politicized generation 
of Chileans. The grandson of Jewish refugees fleeing 
persecution, he was shaped by musical activists of the 
Nueva Canción movement. Saskatchewan’s Rosie & the 
Riveters play gritty, sultry, vintage-inspired folk anthems 

with titles like “Gotta Get Paid” and “I Wanna Be King.” 
The band invest 20% of their merchandise profits in 
women’s businesses around the world. They’ve helped 
women in Kenya expand their horticulture farms and 
women in Ecuador purchase sewing machines for their 
tailoring businesses. The workshop also includes talents 
like BC multi-instrumental folk group Illiteratty and 
Irish Mythen, who brings trad-roots storytelling from 
Prince Edward Island.

Experience these plus 50 other acts at the 2019 VFMF. 
Discover artists playing in country, zydeco, and blues 
traditions and even pushing boundaries with Korean 
avant-garde string music.

Along with music, the VFMF will feature a host of 
other family friendly activities. Treasures await Festival-
goers at the artisan market and folk bazaar. Grab a meal 
or snack from tasty food vendors or a refreshing drink 
from the adult beverage garden. Take the little ones to the 
Little Folks Village, a special kids area.

The VFMF is a registered charitable organization 
that prides itself on its values of accessibility, inclusivity, 
diversity, and strong environmental practices. Over 1,200 
community volunteers help the Festival with everything 
ranging from the box office, the beer garden, recycling, 
and cleaning up.

Single-day tickets and weekend passes for the 2019 VFMF 
are available at www.thefestival.bc.ca. Children under 12 
attend for free. Discounted tickets are available for seniors, 
students, and youth.

Arts & Culture



BASIA BULAT |  THE HAMILTONES 
 CORB LUND | DAVID HIDALGO | LARKIN POE

SAM ROBERTS BAND | REBIRTH BRASS BAND

THE AERIALISTS |  BLACK STRING | DANNY BOUDREAU BAND | MATTHEW BYRNE
CELEIGH CARDINAL | ANDREW COLLINS TRIO | COPPERHEAD |  THE DARDANELLES | DESIREE DAWSON TRIO
S T E V E  D A W S O N  | B R O T H E R  T I T O  D E L E R  | D W A Y N E  D O P S I E  &  T H E  Z Y D E C O  H E L L R A I S E R S 
B O B BY  D OV E  |  R A M B L I N ’  J A C K  E L L I O T T  |  M I K E  FA R R I S  &  T H E  F O R T U N AT E  F E W  | L U C A  F O G A L E 

F R O N T  C O U N T R Y  | A M O S  G A R R E T T  &  J U L I A N  K E R R  |  R A I N E  H A M I L T O N  S T R I N G  T R I O
ZAKI IBRAHIM | ILLITERATTY | KIRCHEN, COX AND MCRAE | KITTY AND THE ROOSTER | JOEY LANDRETH
LA MEXCALINA | GEORGE LEACH BAND | LE VENT DU NORD | LOCARNO | LONESOME ACE STRINGBAND 
LOS PACHAMAMA Y FLOR AMARGO |  DON MCGLASHAN |  PABLO MENENDEZ & MEZCLA 
MIDNIGHT SHINE | IRISH MYTHEN | NAMGAR | TAL NATIONAL | OKTOPUS | MARIN PATENAUDE

T H E  R A D  T R A D S  |  J O H N  R E I S C H M A N  A N D  T H E  J AY B I R D S  |  R I I T  |  P H A R I S  A N D  J A S O N  R O M E R O 
L U C Y  R O S E  |  R O S I E  &  T H E  R I V E T E R S  |  S A R A H  S H O O K  &  T H E  D I S A R M E R S  
V I V E K  S H R AYA / T O O  AT TA C H E D  |  R U BY  &  S M I T H  |  S O N  O F  J A M E S  |  N A N O  S T E R N  T R I O 

E M I L Y  T R I G G S  |  T S A T S U  S T A L Q A Y U  ( C O A S T A L  W O L F  P A C K )  |  S U N N Y  W A RT S A T S U  S T A L Q A Y U  ( C O A S T A L  W O L F  P A C K )  |  S U N N Y  W A R

JERICHO BEACH PARK
JULY 19 TO 21 19 TO 21

www.thefestival.bc.ca


