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What’s Kinder 
Morgan’s real 
end game?
By Seth Klein

Here’s a different take on Kinder 
Morgan’s ultimatum and the so-

called “constitutional crisis” it has sparked. 
I’m speculating, of course, as we all seek to 
understand what Kinder Morgan is really 
up to. But allow me to posit a minority 
theory:

We’re getting played!
It is entirely possible that Kinder 

Morgan has already decided to cut its 
losses and walk away from the Trans 
Mountain Pipeline Expansion (TMX)—
and not for the reasons they are telling 
their shareholders or the public. It may 
well be that the May 31 deadline is merely 
for show, and the Texas-based corporation 
has already determined the project is not 
feasible both for economic reasons and 
due to profound Indigenous and popular 
opposition.

The economics of the project have 
been on shaky ground for some time, as 
the CCPA has extensively documented. 
Particularly since the Trump administra-
tion’s revival of the Keystone XL project, 
and with the approval of Enbridge’s Line 
3 expansion, the industry’s need for TMX 

Protesters opposed to the Kinder Morgan Inc. Pipeline expansion megaproject in Burnaby, B.C., in May 2016. They pose no 
threat to the rule of law. PHOTO: MARLIN OLYNYK, SURVIVAL MEDIA AGENCY, FLICKR CREATIVE COMMONS
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Message to Alberta’s chattering 
classes: Quit misinterpreting 
‘the rule of law,’ already!
By David Climenhaga

We’re hearing the phrase “the rule 
of law” an awful lot in Alberta 

these days, from politicians of the left 
and right.

In a recent advertisement published 
in British Columbia newspapers, the 
Alberta government accused its B.C. 
counterpart of “trying to break the rules 
of Confederation” by considering limits 
on the amount of diluted bitumen that 
can flow through pipelines in B.C. “The 
disregard for the rule of law puts our 
national economy in danger,” the ad said.

Complaining about the mayor of 
Burnaby’s reluctance to pay for extra 
policing at the terminus of the Trans 
Mountain Pipeline in his community, 
Alberta’s NDP premier, Rachel Notley, 
referred to this activity as “the policing of 
the rule of law.”

“The B.C. government took aim at 
the jobs of hundreds of thousands of 
hardworking women and men in every 
industry that depends on governments 

acting within the rule of law,” she said on 
another recent occasion.

Jason Kenney, leader of Alberta’s 
United Conservative Party Opposition, 
has said much the same. “The rule of law 
must be enforced,” he Tweeted. “It’s time 
to stand up for the rule of law in Canada,” 
he said in a Facebook video. “We have 
environmental radicals who are increas-
ingly undermining the rule of law as the 
basic organizing principle of Canadian 
society…”

In the context now that even some of 
mainstream media’s more reasonable com-
mentators are slipping uncritically into the 
rule-of-law meme. Premier Notley, wrote 
Edmonton Journal political columnist 
Graham Thomson yesterday, “is counting 
on the rule of law while her opponents are 
determined to break, stretch or ignore the 
law,” wrote Edmonton Journal political 
columnist Graham Thomson yesterday.

I could go on at considerably more 
length, but I think readers get the idea. In 
all cases above, the emphasis was added 
by your blogger to the phrase “the rule 

of law.” Most of the time in this debate, 
it is used to mean “obedience to the law,” 
which is normally a citizen’s duty, but not 
the same thing at all as “the rule of law.”

Somebody has obviously done some 
message testing and determined that this 
is a good talking point to which Alberta 
and maybe even B.C. audiences will 
respond favourably.

But if you begin to think about it, it is 
fatuous. Not only because it presumably 
intentionally misinterprets the phrase 
“the rule of law,” but because it ignores 
the meaning of Canada’s Constitution.

The rule of law is traditionally 
defined as “the restriction of the arbitrary 
exercise of power by subordinating it 
to well-defined and established laws.” 
Importantly, the phrase is usually 
explained as meaning that the law must 
be applied equally to everyone, not that 
everyone should obey it.

The right of provincial governments 
to enforce regulations to protect the 
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pipeline capacity has been undercut (which helped to 
kill the Energy East proposal). The temporary gap in oil 
prices internationally compared to in North America is 
now largely gone, undercutting the case for Pacific “tide-
water” access. And the higher costs of extracting, refining 
and transporting oil sands bitumen further erodes the 
economics. I testified before the federal government’s 
Ministerial Panel on Kinder Morgan in 2016 and sought 
to debunk the economic arguments made in favour of the 
pipeline expansion.

Layered onto the dubious economics are the growing 
protests, but most significantly, Indigenous opposition.

It may well be that the May 31 deadline is merely 
for show, and the Texas-based corporation has already 
determined the project is not feasible both for economic 
reasons and due to profound Indigenous and popular 
opposition.

The civil disobedience phase of TMX opposition 
kicked into gear March 
10 with a protest of about 
10,000 people on Burnaby 
Mountain. Like the larger 
movement to stop the 
project, the protest was 
Indigenous-led, with the 
call to mobilize coming in 
particular from leaders of 
the Tsleil-Waututh Nation 
and the Union of BC 
Indian Chiefs (UBCIC).

Full disclosure: on 
Saturday, April 7, I joined 
a group of about 25 people 
blocking the gates of 
Kinder Morgan’s Burnaby 
site, standing behind 
the full executive of the 
UBCIC—Grand Chief 
Stewart Phillip, Chief Bob 
Chamberlin and Chief 
Judy Wilson. I was pre-
pared to get arrested, but 
no arrests were made that 
day. The company never 
called the RCMP asking 

them to enforce the injunction. Little did we know that 
Kinder Morgan would make its surprise announce-
ment the next day, announcing it was “suspending 
non-essential spending” on TMX. But also, there can be 
little doubt that the company did not want images of the 
entire UBCIC executive being arrested beamed around 
the world.

Since then, arrests have continued and now about 200 
people have been charged after engaging in peaceful civil 
disobedience. If pipeline construction resumes, these 
protests are surely on track to become the largest civil 
disobedience in Canada’s history.

Simply put—and the Prime Minister’s assurances 
notwithstanding—this pipeline may never be built. And 
the company may finally have realized it.

But Kinder Morgan has focused on the BC govern-
ment as a strategic whipping boy. And political leaders 
federally and in Alberta, along with much of the punditry, 
are playing right along.

Of all the barriers facing TMX, the BC government’s 
legal reference case is the least consequential. Numerous 
Indigenous court challenges before the Federal Court of 
Appeal and BC Supreme Court are more likely to succeed 
(legal challenges by the Tsleil-Waututh, Coldwater, Upper 
Nicola, Stk’emlupsemc Te Secwepemc, and Squamish 
First Nations all remain outstanding).

While the federal government and Kinder Morgan 
like to point to the 43 Benefit Agreements signed with 
some First Nations, these agreements do not mean the 
signatory nations support TMX. All they mean is that 
First Nations wish to secure economic benefits should the 
project proceed.

More importantly, consent is lacking from a number of 
First Nations directly along the route. The Tsleil-Waututh 
and Squamish Nations, whose territories encompass 
the Burrard Inlet at the terminus of the pipeline, vigor-
ously oppose the project and insist they were not properly 
consulted. And the Secwepemc, who are also opposed, 
have territory covering a very large chunk of the pipeline’s 
route in BC’s interior.

My theory: Kinder Morgan doesn’t want to admit to 
shareholders the role of Indigenous opposition and the 
possibility of a First Nations court win as the implications 

Essop Mia  
Chartered Professional Accountant

Hay & Watson
900 – 1450 Creekside Drive 

Vancouver, BC V6J 5B3
Phone: (604) 734-1690

Seth Klein (wearing yellow jacket) stands with Indigenous leaders and #ProtectTheInlet protesters outside the 
Kinder Morgan facility on Burnaby Mountain. IMAGE: PROTECT THE INLET / FLICKR.
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of losing on this ground are surely more profound. The 
BC government makes a more convenient target.

My theory: Kinder Morgan doesn’t want to admit to 
shareholders the role of Indigenous opposition and the 
possibility of a First Nations court win. The BC govern-
ment makes a more convenient target.

Kinder Morgan’s focus on the BC government may 
also have an economic angle. If the corporation is indeed 
ready to walk, it may be hoping to launch a NAFTA 
Chapter 11 challenge to recoup its losses (as TransCanada 
was preparing to do over Keystone XL prior to Trump’s 
decision to overturn Obama’s rejection of that project). 
If Kinder Morgan does invoke Chapter 11, the matter 

doesn’t go to open court, but to a secret 
trade tribunal where the company 
would argue that the BC government 
is unfairly harassing the project. Read 
more about this possibility.

A related but different theory, well 
articulated by Ricochet’s Ethan Cox, 
is we are witnessing is a corporate 
“shakedown” of the Canadian public. 
Cox’s view has more weight given 
Trudeau and Notley’s recent admis-
sions that they are in discussions with 
Kinder Morgan about offering up 
billions in public money to defray 
investor risk in the project. If Cox is 
right, Trudeau and Notley’s repeated 

insistence that “this pipeline will be built” places them 
(and hence all of us) in a terrible bargaining position. 
They are effectively saying to the corporation, “name 
your price.” (Is it just me, or are others plagued by the 
distinct feeling that the company is laughing at us?)

Under either of these scenarios—one, that Kinder 
Morgan is walking and preparing to sue us or, two, that 
they are shaking us down in an effort to socialize their 
investor risk—here are three key lessons about what our 
governments should and shouldn’t be doing:

First, we shouldn’t take the bait. Reinforcing Kinder 
Morgan’s claim that BC government opposition triggered 
their decision to suspend or kill the project merely helps 

build their NAFTA case. Ironically, if a NAFTA challenge 
does proceed, under NAFTA rules, the defendant on the 
hook for damages will be the federal government, not 
BC. So the federal government may want to watch what 
it says.

Second, Canadian jurisdictions should stop fighting 
with each other, and walk away from this ill-advised 
project. It was never compatible with our Paris climate 
commitments, never mind our promise to implement the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples.

Third, now that political leaders federally and in 
Alberta have revealed themselves to be so open to major 
public investments in energy infrastructure— across the 
political spectrum—let’s encourage them to focus those 
investments on the next economy, not the old fossil fuel 
one. A large public stake in renewable energy and climate 
mitigation projects will produce far more jobs and won’t 
become stranded assets. That’s a much wiser investment 
than socializing the losses of a Texas-based multinational 
pipeline company.

Seth Klein is the BC Director of the CCPA. His research 
deals primarily with welfare policy, poverty, inequality 
and economic security. A social activist for over 30 years 
and a former teacher, Seth holds a BA in international 
relations, a BEd from the University of Toronto and an 
MA in political science from Simon Fraser University.

environment within their borders is clearly permit-
ted within the division of powers in the Canadian 
Constitution and by subsequent jurisprudence. Whether 
or not the regulations B.C. Environment Minister George 
Heyman proposes are constitutional is another matter, 
which cannot be settled yet because no one (perhaps 
including Mr. Heyman) knows what those regulations 
might be.

Calling such statements unconstitutional is a stretch; 
so is saying they threaten the rule of law. Only if 
the courts ruled against them and B.C. enforced them 
anyway would this claim have any validity.

Free speech and free assembly remain protected by 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, a core part 
of our Constitution and the country’s fundamental law.

So calling for Kinder Morgan Inc.’s pipeline expan-
sion megaproject to be halted – whether or not that is 
sound policy – is clearly permitted by the Constitution, as 
is organizing large protests against the project. It is risible 
to define either activity as a threat to the rule of law.

Standing peacefully within five metres of the fence 
around the Kinder Morgan terminal in Burnaby is tech-
nically not permitted – which is why the Mounties will 
arrest you if you do – because the company has gotten a 
court injunction to prevent protesters getting that close 
to its operation.

Perhaps that injunction can be successfully chal-
lenged as violating the fundamental freedoms protected 
by the Charter. This seems unlikely, as it appears to be a 
reasonable limitation, but even if such a challenge cannot 
succeed there is the response of civil disobedience.

There is a long history of brave people willing to break 
laws they feel are unjust or immoral or dangerous and 
face the punishment. But breaking the law by engaging 
in civil disobedience does no harm to the principle of the 
rule of law.

Civil disobedience is what Rosa Parks was doing 
when she defied the driver of a bus and sat down illegally 
in the vehicle’s “whites only” section in Montgomery, 
Alabama, in 1955. Her action was heroic and historic.

This is what Rick Strankman was doing when he 
illegally drove a load of wheat from Canada to the United 
States to protest the Canadian Wheat Board’s monopoly. 
Mr. Strankman was jailed in 2002 for that violation of the 
law and a decade later he was pardoned by prime minister 
Stephen Harper, who praised him for his “courage and 
conviction.”

Today Mr. Strankman – who in Mr. Harper’s words 
“protested injustice by submitting (himself) peacefully to 
the consequences of challenging injustice” – is an hon-
oured member of Mr. Kenney’s United Conservative 
Party Caucus, its Agriculture Critic.

Civil disobedience is what environmentalist Mike 
Hudema and Alberta Environment Minister Shannon 
Phillips counseled when they worked together on a book 
about environmental activism published in 2004.

And it is what Green Party of Canada Leader and 
Member of Parliament Elizabeth May was doing last 
Friday when she and NDP MP Kennedy Stewart were 
arrested at the Kinder Morgan terminus fence.

Truly democratic societies respect civil disobedience, 
even if they sometimes do not tolerate it. Nothing the 
protesters in Burnaby are doing can be described as a 
threat to the rule of law, as long as the law is applied 
equally and impartially to them.

If the penalty faced by Ms. May is the same when she 
strays into the forbidden zone as that faced by Protester 
June, young person in a hoodie who does the same thing, 
the rule of law is safe.

Likewise, if the penalty faced by Farmer A for driving 
a load of grain illegally into Montana is the same as that 
faced by Farmer B, despite the fact the first farmer is a pal 
and ideological fellow traveller of the prime minister, no 
harm is done to the rule of law.

Indeed, if anything offended the rule of law, it was 
the prime minister’s pardon of Farmer A, otherwise 
known as Mr. Strankman, since pardons are definitely 
not handed out equally to everyone who commits the 
same offence.

So what do Alberta’s politicians really mean when 
they endlessly repeat the phrase “the rule of law” in this 
debate?

In fact, they are advancing the dubious theory that 
elections are the complete and perfect form of democracy 
in our society, its be-all and end-all, and that any effort 
to challenge a decision made by a duly elected govern-
ment or its appointed agents and agencies is not only 
undemocratic, but a threat to the rule of law.

If the recent brouhaha about data mining, the manip-
ulation of private information on Facebook, Russian 
Internet bots, Brexit, the election of Donald Trump and 
the success of Cambridge Analytica teaches us anything, 
it is that this interpretation of democracy is dangerously 
limited.

History and the reliance on voter suppression tech-
niques by some political parties, including one in which 
Mr. Kenney served as a cabinet minister, show why free 
expression through protest is an essential democratic 
right.

For the rule of law to be preserved, laws must apply to 
all people equally, be they monarchs, MPs, police officers, 
judges, billionaires, government officials, taxi drivers, 
baristas … or environmental protesters.

Civics class dismissed.

David J. Climenhaga is an award-winning journalist, 
author, post-secondary teacher, poet and trade union 
communicator who has worked in senior writing 
and editing positions at the Toronto Globe and Mail 
and Calgary Herald. He holds a Masters Degree in 
Journalism from the Carleton University School of 
Journalism in Ottawa. His 1995 book, A Poke in the 
Public Eye, explores the relationships among Canadian 
journalists, public relations people and politicians. The 
opinions expressed in his blog and other journalistic 
and literary writing represent his own views and not 
those of any employer, organization, society, institution 
or organized religion with which he may be affiliated.

Contact: albertadiary@gmail.com
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Burn Fund Centre, 3891 Main Street, Vancouver

Donate today at burnfund.org or call 604-436-5617

“Preventing 
victims,  

empowering 
survivors!!!”TM

The Burn Fund provides life saving, life supporting and life enriching services to people 
in British Columbia and the Yukon. Join more than 3900 professional fire fighters to give 
burn survivors the best chance for recovery.

• Burn Camp for child burn survivors
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Action plan needed to protect seniors’ care as Chinese 
regulator takes charge of B.C.’s biggest nursing home chain
HEU says Anbang-owned nursing homes 
collect nearly $100 million annually from 
B.C. government and control 10 per cent of 
publicly contracted care beds.
CPPNews – Burnaby

The Hospital Employees’ Union (HEU) is urging the 
B.C. government to implement an action plan to 

protect seniors’ care, in the wake of last week’s takeover of 
the province’s largest nursing home chain by the Chinese 
government through its insurance regulator.

On February 23, the Chinese government announced 
it would take charge of Anbang Insurance operations for 
one to two years in order to rein in the company’s debt. 
One year ago, the federal and provincial governments 
approved the sale of Retirement Concepts to Anbang 
(through its subsidiary Cedar Tree Investments) despite 
concerns that the Chinese company’s global spending 
spree was unsustainable.

“We must ensure that seniors’ care is safeguarded 
from any attempts to pull more revenue out of B.C. 
nursing homes – or to dispose of these assets in a manner 
that disrupts care for seniors and others,” says HEU 
secretary-business manager Jennifer Whiteside. 

“We’re urging the Government of B.C. to implement 
an action plan to monitor spending and staffing, prevent 
future contracting out, and investigate the possibility of 
acquiring and operating Anbang’s nursing home sites to 
operate directly, should they be sold.”

Retirement Concepts has 20 care homes and is 
contracted by government to provide more than 1,900 
nursing home beds, where frail seniors and others receive 
24/7 care, along with 750 assisted living spaces. The 
company received $96.7 million dollars from B.C.’s health 
authorities in 2016-2017 for services at those sites.

“Anbang controls nearly one of every 10 nursing 
home beds outside those provided directly by health 
authorities,” says Whiteside. “Now, the fate of a signifi-
cant portion of B.C.’s residential care capacity is subject to 

decisions being made by a Chinese government regulator.”
HEU is proposing that government implement a 

three-point action plan to safeguard resident care and 
ensure stability.

1. Implement expanded staffing and financial audits 
at Retirement Concepts facilities

As the Chinese government moves to rein in debt 
related to Anbang’s global assets, it would be prudent to 
more closely monitor the impact on Retirement Concepts’ 
operations in B.C. including on staffing, planned facilities 
maintenance and equipment replacement.

2. Implement a moratorium on contracting out in the 
broader residential care sector

If Anbang seeks to dispose of its care home assets 
in B.C., the government must be prepared to act to 
protect continuity of care at Retirement Concepts sites. 
A moratorium on contracting out and contract flips 
would ensure that care relationships won’t be disrupted 

by pre-sale layoffs of staff.
3. Investigate the business case for purchasing 

Anbang’s assets
Anbang’s care home assets in B.C. represent a con-

siderable investment in seniors’ care by B.C. taxpayers. 
The government must consider all options for ensuring 
that stable, seamless care can continue to be provided at 
Retirement Concepts’ sites, including the purchase and 
operations of these sites should they become available.

“We can thank the governments of Christy Clark and 
Justin Trudeau for the situation we’re facing today,” says 
Whiteside. “But it’s our responsibility to deal with the 
aftermath and move quickly to safeguard care.”

HEU is B.C.’s largest health care union and represents 
49,000 health and community social services workers 
across B.C., including more than 1,700 workers employed 
under 10 collective agreements at nine Retirement 
Concepts sites across the province.
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A Man For All Seasons
As He Retires from Political Activity Former City  
Councilor Tim Louis Looks Back on a Remarkable Life

by Tom Sandborn

Tim Louis is still a happy warrior. The former city councilor, controversial political 
activist and long serving social critic and gadfly to the city of Vancouver announced 

last year that due to health reasons he was stepping down from his role on the board of 
Vancouver’s venerable left organization the Coalition of Progressive Electors. He met 
several times with the Columbia Journal in early 2018 for wide ranging interviews and 
one of the most remarkable things about Louis during our talks was his unrelenting 
optimism and good cheer. He was articulate about his views and positive in his tone. A 
happy warrior indeed.

Born in 1958 with a degenerative condition (spinal muscular atrophy) that has seen 
him in a wheelchair all his life ( a condition that now forces his political retirement) 
and a veteran of bruising political struggles and public criticism over many decades of 
activism, Louis could be excused if he fell into bitterness or depression, but there was no 
evidence of either response in our conversations.

(Full disclosure. I drove for twenty years 
in the HandyDart custom transit system 
Louis helped to found and like almost every-
one active on the left in Vancouver for the 
last decades, I have known Louis and worked 
with him on political issues. It is not a secret 
that I consider him a friend and colleague. )

But don’t just take my word for it on the 
warrior stuff. Ex Vancouver mayor and cur-
rent MLA Sam Sullivan, a leading figure in 
the right wing civic party the Non-Partisan 
Association and now a sitting BC Liberal in 
the legislative assembly told me in a phone 
interview that:

“Tim is a warrior with a strong moral 
commitment. I often disagree with him, but 

I respect this. His legacy is his strong commitment to social justice. “
Sullivan, who, like Louis moves through the world in a power wheel chair, remembers 

arriving at city hall as a new city councilor and being very impressed indeed with the 
attention the hall cafeteria staff paid him, shifting furniture to make it easier for him to 
navigate in the cluttered room. When he thanked the staff, he learned why he was getting 
such good treatment.

“We are glad to help, Mr. Louis,” they said. “We appreciate all you do on council!” It 
was only one of many times the two wheelchair using local politicians had been mistaken 
for each other, Louis said during his interviews, remembering that he had suggested they 
each wear a t-shirt saying “I’m not the other guy.”

While he and Louis are seen by many as “political arch enemies,” Sullivan said the 
two hard bitten opponents in the public square have in private life “respect and a certain 
fondness for each other. Secretly we sometimes go to each others’ houses for dinner.”

Louis has never made his disability a centre of his identity or his self- presentation, 
except for the occasional joke. In 2011, for example, he told the Georgia Straight:

““I’m a much more advanced specimen of humanity. The bipeds, who are the older 
version of humanity, continue to walk around on two [feet]. I use electric—four wheels, 
far more energy efficient and much more advanced.”

Not everyone shares Sam Sullivan’s affection for Louis. During his decades of politi-
cal life as a figure in COPE, Vancouver Parks Board and City Council, Louis acquired a 
reputation in some circles for fierce, aggressive debate and a take no prisoners approach 
to political tactics. More than a decade ago, I wrote in the Vancouver Courier about the 
Tim Louis debates:

“It happened again last weekend. There we were, drinking, smoking and yakking 
with friends on a sun-blasted Vancouver patio. Then the subject of Tim Louis, the ex-city 
councillor and leading figure in Committee of Progressive Electors politics came up, and 
the summer wasn’t the only thing heating the patio.

One friend insisted that Louis had ruined his party, driven Larry Campbell from 
office and into sanctuary in the Senate and spoiled the electoral chances of Campbell’s 
anointed successor, Jim Green. A familiar and damning litany of criticism was rehearsed. 
Positions were taken and voices raised. Out of office now, Louis is still controversial.

Everyone knows, apparently, that Louis sank the good ship COPE by being too 
ideological, too uncooperative and insufficiently realistic. Allow me to suggest that this 
version, like many things that “everyone knows,” is oversimplified, one-sided nonsense. 
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Readers with long memories will remember that COPE won big in city elections of 
2002, sweeping to control of city council under celebrity mayor Larry Campbell. Internal 
splits emerged in the COPE caucus almost immediately. Depending on whose version 
you accept, Louis was a source of sectarian obstinacy or a principled politician who 
insisted that his party honor the policies and promises that led to the big electoral victory. 
Whichever version persuades you, it is a matter of record that Campbell and some caucus 
members soon began meeting separately from COPE and eventually left the party to 
form Vision, (a party that Louis dismisses as “NPA with bike lanes,”) the new centrist 
municipal party that has controlled city hall for years, a period of civic power that many 
observers believe will end in this fall’s election Like most civil wars or family disputes, 
the death of COPE in the jaws of success has more than enough blame to go around, in 
my view, and not all of it accrues to Tim Louis.

When asked about his biggest political regret, Louis cites his support for Larry 
Campbell as a COPE candidate for mayor.

Be that as it may, the Tim Louis record of achievement is substantial. Inspired by 
Harry Rankin, an iconic left wing city councillor who mentored him and encouraged 
his interest in politics, Tim Louis became politically active while still a student, starting 
as an advocate for the rights of those with mobility challenges and others who were in 
those days referred to as “the handicapped.” He ran for Parks Board in 1982 and for the 
board of VanCity Credit Union, losing in both elections. He was elected to the credit 
union board in 1985 and served for twelve years, two years as chair. He won in another 
run for Parks Board in 1990 and won again in 1993. He was elected to city council in 1999 
and re-elected in 2002. Mainstream media loved to portray Louis as a flaming radical, 
often citing his habit of attending meetings in a scarlet Che Guevara t-shirt and ignoring 
his record of scrupulous fiscal probity at Parks and Council. Like his model and mentor 
Harry Rankin, Louis has been a red who knows how to keep public accounts in the black!

In addition to his work as an elected board and council member, Louis has served on 
the board of the Pacific Transit Co-op, which he helped found, on the board of Van City 
Credit Union, and on several committees of the BC Law Society. As an elected official he 
helped end public money funding expensive catered dinners for Parks Board members, 
and helped create the City of Vancouver’s anti-sweatshop Ethical Purchasing policy.

Louis has been ably supported and helped in his career by partner Penny Parry, who 
has had her own distinguished career as an academic and public servant.

Like his mentor Harry Rankin, Louis has done a lot of free legal work for low income 
clients. He told me that even now as he cuts back on his public work, approximately 25% 
of his busy legal practice is conducted pro bono.

When asked what advice he would have given his 17 year old self, Louis says he would 
call on his younger self to believe change was possible, know that perseverance pays off 
and that it is important to work well with others.

Good advice from the happy warrior, and guidance that he has followed during his 
life of public service. Those who refer to him as “Citizen Tim” have got it right.

Tim Louis
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It’s simply untrue to claim the  
NDP government is killing jobs
by Brian Cochrane

An April 19 letter to the editor, “Why aren’t union leaders speaking up about NDP 
killing jobs?”, claimed that the B.C. labour movement isn’t doing enough to protest 

against the loss of large projects such as the Kinder Morgan pipeline expansion.
As business manager of the International Union of Operating Engineers Local 115, 

representing thousands of skilled trades construction workers across B.C., I know that 
the allegation is false. The truth is that Premier John Horgan’s B.C. New Democrat 
government is creating lots of jobs, not killing them.

The provincial government has committed $15.8 billion to new construction 
projects, from highways to hospitals to housing. The Metro Vancouver transit plan, B.C. 
Hydro’s Site C dam, the new Pattullo Bridge, and Richmond’s new hospital are just a 
few important examples.

Our union has always been a strong advocate for good union construction jobs that 
support families and help build communities, and we applaud the government for these 
initiatives.

But it’s not just the B.C. NDP government that’s creating jobs — its unions like 
ours as well. Isolating a few controversial projects without looking at the loud and 
unequivocal support that unions like the IUOE have given to billions of dollars of 
private-sector investments — for the construction of the B.C. liquefied natural gas 
industry, metallurgical coal mining and the mining industry generally — is ridiculous.

We publicly made our support known in the media, community forums and every 
level of government for dozens of projects in recent years. We also took the lead in 
protecting B.C. jobs and challenging companies who want to access B.C. resources while 
exploiting temporary foreign workers to build projects.

I doubt the letter writer complained when our union and the Labourers’ International 
Union took on HD Mining, the coal-mining company intent on only hiring Mandarin-
speaking Chinese foreign nationals for its new coal mine in northeast B.C.

Thanks to our unions’ intervention at the Federal Court, the then-Conservative 
government was forced to make significant changes to restrict the use of temporary 
foreign workers, a major victory for all Canadian workers, union and non-union.

And when the Royal Bank of Canada announced plans to outsource Canadian tech-
nology workers’ jobs to India, our union and others threatened to pull our substantial 
pension plan and other investments handled by RBC if they proceeded, which they 
wisely did not.

So it’s more than a little insulting for someone to say we don’t fight for and protect 
jobs in this province and country. The fact is, we work with many private sector 
companies to find ways to ensure existing jobs continue and new jobs are made possible 
by co-operation. What’s more, many projects these days need social license — not just 
a mandate from the prime minister or a premier. Citizens, indigenous people and local 
communities all increasingly have a voice.

And so it should be. Our union works closely with First Nations communities to 
help find training and education for skilled trades jobs. We advance women in trades as 
well, changing traditional roles in the construction workplace.

Our union and other building trades unions also provide apprentices urgently 
needed in so many workforces, with training facilities like our Maple Ridge heavy 
equipment centre that are second to none. On Kinder Morgan, we have real problems 
with a company that is refusing to hire the most experienced construction workers on 
this project, which must be built with safety first, not profits.

Unions like ours are active every day advocating for new projects and helping bring 
the best value for construction investments to B.C. With the B.C. NDP commitment 
to billions of dollars in public projects and its support for many private projects ahead 
of us, we look forward to supporting these jobs and investments, building B.C. to the 
highest standards and providing the best value.

Brian Cochrane is business manager of the  
International Union of Operating Engineers Local 115.
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by CPPNews

In its forty years, now heading into 
number forty-one, the Vancouver Folk 

Music Festival has come to be known as 
the go-to event to not only see the familiar 
and well known, but to hear voices and 
music you won’t find anywhere else. That 
has meant that on Festival stages you can 
enjoy the live experience of new artists 
and tunes that don’t often get attention 
in mainstream circles or played on com-
mercial radio - and music that comes out 
of cultures and traditions from all over 
the globe that you otherwise might not 
see. In that sense, the Festival experience 
is a thrilling adventure in discovery – 
new artists, compelling sounds, unusual 
instruments, different ways of looking at 
and singing about the world.

This year, for example, along with 
celebrated names like the pioneering Ry 
Cooder, singer Neko Case, and Americana 
music icon Rodney Crowell, you’ll find a 
range of up-and-coming and festival first-
time North American and international 
acts. There’s the marrabenta/Afro pop 
of Mozambique’s Wazimbo and Banda 
Kakana, stunning young Appalachian 
vocalist-songwriter Dori Freeman, 
the son jarocho of Son de Madera from 
Mexico, the revelatory South Carolina 
Sea Island Gullah music of Ranky Tanky, 
and the mesmerizing Ukraine folk of 
DakhaBrakha. You’ll also discover tal-
ented Canadian artists who play music 
from a world of traditions, like Dálava’s 
homage to old world Moravian folksong, 
Ezra Kwizera’s mix of African and world 
rhythms, and Alex Cuba’s award winning 
Cuban fusion. On festival weekend, folks 
can dive in to revel in it all, in a beautiful 
park on one glorious weekend – and come 
away feeling enriched, entertained and 
even inspired.

Inspiration also comes in the form of 
artists and voices who sing out in differ-
ent ways and from different places against 
injustice, inequality, racism, sexism and 
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Vancouver Folk Music Festival sings out!

for a better world. Those voices of truth-
telling, protest, empowerment, have and 
continue to be integral to the VFMF 
experience. Acclaimed blues musician-
actor-writer Guy Davis, the son of actors/
activists Ruby Dee and Ossie Davis, grew 
up in a household where Paul Robeson, 
Malcolm X and others visited. He had his 
first exposure to the blues at a summer 

in Vermont run by ‘Uncle’ Pete Seeger’s 
brother at the very beginning of a long and 
storied international career. Guy joins the 
anti-hero-iconoclast of Canadian music, 
Art Bergmann, and compelling, fearless 
Cree/Dené/Irish songstress, IsKwé in a 
labour-supported workshop entitled 
“Change is Gonna Come” on Sunday, 
July 15. The roster includes renowned 
Australian singer, Archie Roach, who has 
been a powerful voice for indigenous 
rights in his country and beyond for 
decades. In Canada, Leonard Sumner and 
Quantum Tangle are, along with IsKwé, 
voices of a new generation singing out 
for the rights of indigenous people. Irish 
singer/songwriter Mick Flannery came to 
call himself a protest singer after living 
in the US, particularly called to sing 
out against dis-empowerment, greed and 
poverty by recent events and policies in 
that country.

Hear all of the artists above, and 
many more – with something for every 
ear – at this year’s Vancouver Folk Music 
Festival, July 13-15 at Jericho Beach 
Park. Full info is at thefestival.bc.ca.



41st Annual

folk musicvancouver

festival
NEKO CASE | RY COODER FEATURING THE HAMILTONES 

RODNEY CROWELL | THREE WOMEN AND THE TRUTH  | JAMES MCMURTRY
THE DEAD SOUTH | RANKY TANKY | JAYME STONE’S FOLKLIFE  | DARLINGSIDE   
DAKHABRAKHA |  WAZIMBO & BANDA KAKANA |  KACY & CLAYTON  
ART BERGMANN | WALLIS BIRD | MARIEL BUCKLEY | STEPH CAMERON | JOACHIM COODER | ALEX CUBA | DÁLAVA 
GUY DAVIS | LAS ESTRELLAS DE VANCOUVER | MICK FLANNERY | DORI FREEMAN | GAMELAN BIKE BIKE 
ILARIA GRAZIANO & FRANCESCO FORNI | GORDON GRDINA’S HARAM | JIMMY “DUCK” HOLMES | ISKWÉ 
MARTIN KERR | EZRA KWIZERA | GRANT LAWRENCE & FRIENDS | LITTLE MISS HIGGINS | JOHN LOWELL BAND 
A FAMILIA MACHADO | MIKE MUNSON | MURFITT & MAIN | DAWN PEMBERTON | PETUNIA & THE VIPERS 
CAROLE POPE |  LES POULES À COLIN |  PROFESSOR BANJO & ESTRO-JENNIES |  QUANTUM TANGLE 
STEVE RILEY & THE MAMOU PLAYBOYS |  ARCHIE ROACH |  THE SMALL GLORIES |  SON DE MADERA
LEONARD SUMNER |  VIPER CENTRAL |  SKYE WALLACE |  DONOVAN WOODS 

THEFESTIVAL.BC.CA
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SUNDAY WORKSHOP 
1:40PM  ON STAGE 2
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